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MISSIONARY TRAINING CONFERENCE, 1953 


During the summer of 1953, from June 20 to July 31, a Missionary Training Con- 
ference, under the auspices of the Committee on Missionary Personnel of the Division 
of Foreign Ilissions NCCC, was held at Allegheny College, Meadville, Pennsylvania. 

The conference was attended by about 130 nowly appointed missionaries, all of whom 
wore planning to leave for thoir various ficlds during the noxt fow months. 


Tho need for a Ilissionary Training Conforcnce. For sovoral yoars an Outgoing Mis- 
sionary Confcrence has boon hold at Hartford, Connecticut. This confcronce has boon 
an important feature of intcrdcnominational missionary activity and has provided a 
valuable period of Christian followship for young missionarics about to lcavo for 
service overseas. While the one week program was a well-planned time of oriontation 
ond fellowship, it was too short for any systematic training. The sccrctarics of 
momber boards, and othors concerned with missionary training, havo folt for somo timo 
that a program of specific preparation for missionary work abroad was roquired, parti- 
cularly for the wives of missionarics and for all appointces who havo not had a thoo- 
logical training. It was to meot this nocd that the Committce on Missionary Porson- 
nol decided to hold a six woek training confercnec in the summor of 1953. 


Those who attonded the conference. The total numbor at tho 1953 conforonce was 130, 
Included in the group at Allogheny Colloge wore missionaries under appointnont by the 
following boards: American Baptist, Woman's Anorican Baptist, Church of tho Brothren, 
Amorican Board, Protestant Episcopal, Evangelical United Brethren, Evangolical and 
Refornod, 4merican Frionds, Mothodist Division of World Missions, Mothodist W.D.C.5., 
Prosbytcricn U.S.i., United Presbytcrian, Reformed, and Y.M.0.4. It was very on- 
couroging that the boards sent as many as 130 young people for a six wock poriod of 
training, particularly when it was planned to receive not more than 120, 


About ono-third of those in attcndance were graduates of theological sominarics. 
Among the romainder wore young poople going out for the following typos of servicos 
evangolisn, oducation, agriculturc, audio-visual, literacy and literature, doctors, 
nurses, oceupational therapist, youth work, social scrvico, business adninistration, 
sone other fcchnical specialists, and missionary wivese 


The group included 15 single men and 18 single women, «ll tho ronaindcr, tho 
great majority of those in attendance, were husbands and wives. «a nunber of these 
had children, of whom thore were 35 in all. Thrcoo people were omployed to care for 
the children in ordor that the parents could always be in attendance at classes and 
lectures. It is important to realizo that all the planning for such a conforcnco © 
must be auitod to the nocds of a group consisting in the main of marricd poople with 
or without childron, 


Curriculun ond general plan. The curriculun was planned under four nain headings: 
Bible Study, thc Missionary Task, crea Studics, and Mcthods of Language Study. Each 
day bogan with 2 period of worship before breakfast. Jn tho morning there were nor- 
nally three lecture periods with a half hour interval after the second lecturo, In 
the afternoons, there were classes sr group work until about 3:30, On threo ovon- 
ings a week there wore lectures or other activitios. Saturday and Sunday wore loft 
nostly free, but there was generally a planned progran on Sunday cvenings. Tho 
first hour of cach day vas givon to Biblo Study. Normally, the socond hour was givon 
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to a consideration of the Missionary Task, The third morning hour was devoted to 
lectures by visiting speakers as were also the three evening periods each week. The 
Area Studics were given in the afternoons during the first two weeks. In the third 
week, the afternoons were left froe for moctings botween the young people and tho 
secretarics of thcir own mission boards. During the last three weeks, part of the 
morning and all of the afternoon time vas givon to Mcthods of Language Study. 


Conference staff and speakers. Wo wore fortunate in scocuring an oxcollont tcaching 
staff and many spcoakers who gave inspiring and informing lectures. Tho Bible Studies 
were conducted by Dr. Howard T. Kuist, of Princeton Theological Seminary; Dr. Frank W. 
Price, for many years a missionary in China and at present Moderator of the Presby- 
terian Church U.S.; and Dr. James L. “rice, Jr., who teaches Bible at Duke Univer~ 
sity. The section on the Missionary Task was taught by Dr. Floyd Shacklock, of Drew 
Seminary, who was at the conference for the entire six weeks. Leaders for the Area 
Studies were - Dr. George W. Carpenter, Africa; Dr. George P. Howard and Miss Verda 
Farrar, Latin America; Dr, and Mrs. Murray T. Titus, India; Dr. Floyd Shacklock, 
Japan; Dr. A. Konneth-Cragg, Near East; Rev. Edwin 0. Fisher, Jr., Philippine Is- 
lands; and Rov, W. C. Morwin, Southeast Asia. The courso on Mothods of Language 
Study was taught by Miss Esthor Cummings, of Biblical Seminary. Part of the aftor- 
noon periods wero given to language drills in which a number of groups were led by 
young people of the confercnco who had had oxpericnee in language study. 


Members of the Gonfcrence Staff wore: Rov. E. Bruce Copland, Dean; Iftrs. E. 
Bruce Copland, care of childron and rocreations; and Mrs, Charles N. Glover, Registrar 
and Scecrctary. 


In addition to the staff mombers listed above, the following came to Meadville 
to address the confcrenec: Dr. Charics W. Ranson, "The World Sctting of the Chris- 
tian Mission't; Dr, Jamcs H. Robinson, "The Opportunity of the Christian Missionary"; 
Dr. E. M. Dodd, "The Task of the Mcdical Missionary"; Dr. Douglas N. Forman, "Tho 
Medical Task of tho Non-Mcdical Missionary"; Miss Wilmina Rowland, "Christian Youth 
Work" and "The Ecumcnical Movement"; Rev. Burton WV. Martin, “Audio-Visual dids in 
Christian Work''s Dr. Vicedom, "The Work of the Gcrman Missionary Socictics"; Dr. 
Mateo Oecccna, "Tho Contribution of Christianity to Democracy in the Philippincs"; 
Dr. Ira W. Moomaw, "Rural Missions"; Dr, Frederick J. Rox, "Christian Literaturo , 
for Now Readers", 


. Missionary Training Conference. &bout a wook before the end of the 
conference all those in attcndance were askcd to fill out an Evaluation Shoot which 
containcd ton qucstions. The groat majority of those attending tho conference ans- 
woered the questions with considcrable care. Without oxception, tho young pcople ox- 
pressed thcir approciation for tho opportunity to attond such a training conforcnco,. 
almost all who replied statcd that the greatost bonefit came from the timo of follow- 
ship and study with young people from churches othcr than their own but dedicated to 
the same Christian purpose and task, For tho most part tho young people agreed that 
the curriculum should romain osscntially as it wes planned for 1953. There was 
goncral satisfaction with the location of the conference and the arrangements for 
living, study and recreation. A feature of the conforonce was the leadership in 
music and the holding of two choir recitals and a concort. & number of constructive 
suggestions were made which should strengthen tho program in subsequent ycars. 





Suggested improvements. The main suggestions for improvement, as givon on tho 
evaluation shects, were the following: There should be better coordination than was 
possible this yoar bctwoon the various parts of the Bible Study. In the Bible Study 
and also in tho llissionary Task, arrangements should be mado wheroby theological 
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graduates among tho young missionarics could do difforont work, and in some cases 
participate in leadership of smaller groups for study and discussion, Thero was a 
goncral fecling that too much tinc was given to lectures and insufficicnt tinc to 
group work, There was also a suggestion that in future years we should invite a fow 
more speakers who would give inspirational lectures. 


It is a mattor of grcat satisfaction that a training conference such as the one 
held in the sumncr of 1953 could be planned and carried through with such a largo 
attondance. This could not havo been done without the full cooperation of the 
various boards which sont young people to the conforence. Tic are also oxtroncly 
grateful to all those who took part in tho teaching program and who visited the con-=- 
forcnce for shorter periods. The relationship with the administration of dllegheny 
College was iceal from first to last and Meadville provides many advantages for the 
holding of such a conference as ours, Tontative arrangements are being made to hold 
& similar training conference at 4lleghcny College in the summer of 1954. 


E. Bruce Copland 
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